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Nuremberg trials

The Nuremberg Trials were the first time an international court of justice, composed of

the Allied countries and representatives of Nazi-occupied countries, would punish the leaders of

a regime and its army who were responsible for crimes committed. Crimes against humanity are

state-sponsored acts constituting a serious violation of the laws of war. The International

Criminal Court (ICC) holds individuals responsible for committing morally reprehensible acts

while in a position of power. This institution has its roots in the International Military Tribunal,

the Nuremberg Trials, which held the top-ranking Nazi officials, such as Hess, Ribbentrop, and

Streicher, responsible for their part in the Holocaust. (USHMM)

The Rome Statute is the treaty that established the ICC, the first permanent international

court. Due to the Rome Statute, the ICC has jurisdiction over four main crimes: genocide, war

crimes, crimes of aggression, and crimes against humanity. Genocide is the specific intent to

destroy a nation, ethnic, racial, or religious group by killing its members or causing serious

physical or mental harm to them. The ICC investigates and charges people who are accused of

these crimes in order to lessen their impact and stop them before too many people die. For

example, the ICC has an ongoing situation since 2005 into Darfur, Sudan, for “alleged genocide,

war crimes and crimes against humanity”(Darfur, Sudan). All of this has its roots in the trials

against Nazis in Nuremberg. After World War II, Hermann Goering was Hitler’s former deputy

and was indicted for genocide and war crimes. He was convicted, but he committed suicide

shortly before his execution. (USHMM)(ICC)
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Following World War II, the Nuremberg Trials were a response to the atrocities

committed by the Nazi regime during the Holocaust. The trials took place on October 18, 1945,

when 12 of Nazi Germany’s leaders were brought to Nuremberg. The trials were held by the

allied powers, including the U.S., Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and France. The trials took

place in four parts, with the first being the most significant. The first part, known as the Trial of

the Major War Criminals, saw twenty-two of the highest-ranking Nazi officials put on trial for

war crimes, crimes against peace, and crimes against humanity. For instance, Adolf Eichmann, a

German-Austrian official of the Nazi Party, an officer of the Schutzstaffel, and one of the major

organizers of the Holocaust. Additionally, Juilius Streicher was successfully executed due to his

job as a radical Nazi antisemitic publisher. On October 16, 1946, the 10 defendants' executions

were carried out, aside from Goering and Bormann. (USHMM)(ICC)

The ICC is important because there is a unanimous agreement across the world that

people who have committed horrible and unjustifiable crimes should be punished. Without a

court like the ICC, there would still be people like the Nazis committing mass genocide. The

Nuremberg Trials were a significant step in the development of international criminal law. It held

individuals accountable for their actions under international law. Prior to the Nuremberg Trials,

international law focused on the responsibility of the states rather than the individual, meaning

that previously states were held responsible for the individual's acts. Additionally, following the

trials, the establishment of responsibility for international crimes regardless of their position

meant even high-ranking officials, such as military leaders and government officials, could be

held responsible for their crimes. (USHMM)(ICC)

Overall, the Nuremberg Trials were a critical moment in the history of international

criminal law. These trials marked the first time that individuals were held accountable for
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committing crimes against humanity, war crimes, and crimes against peace, which were

state-sponsored acts that violated the laws of war. The ICC has jurisdiction over four main

crimes, genocide, war crimes, crimes of aggression, and crimes against humanity. Without these

institutions, people who commit crimes against humanity would go unpunished. The Nuremberg

Trials and the establishment of the ICC are important reminders that those who commit heinous

crimes against humanity must be held accountable for their actions.


