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Elie Wiesel’s goal was not only to make the world learn from and remember the
Holocaust. But also to combat indifference to other people's suffering. Wiesel famously said,
“The opposite of love is not hate, but indifference.” While he was in the death camp of
Auschwitz, his only anger was not at the Nazis but rather at every other country and the people

who simply watched as it happened because it wasn't of their concern.

Wiesel’s family was religious and very faithful to Judaism. His father was a rabbi, and he
himself would spend most of his time learning at his neighborhood shul with someone he called
Moishe the Beadle. He would pray three times a day and had strong beliefs. After Hitler's forces
invaded Hungary in 1944, the Wiesel family was sent to the Auschwitz death camp in Poland.
Elie Wiesel's mother and younger sister were killed in the gas chamber. When he first arrived, he
saw the faces of many newborn babies and young children being thrown into the crematoriums
in masses. While being put into extreme labor with barely any food or sleep, he questioned his
God and was angry at him for allowing these things to happen. He was trying to hold on to his
sanity and personality as he witnessed many people die or just give up to the point they wanted
to die. Not only did he have to watch people he knew from when he was young struggle and lose
their sanity, but he was forced to witness his own father get ill and lose his sanity. He saw a rabbi

he knew and his son; however, the way his son treated him was inhumane. When his father was
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unable to keep up and was clutching at his son and pleading with him to help him go on, Rabbi
Eliyahu's son pushed him aside and let him be crushed by the mob. Wiesel watched this, and at
that moment, he turned his focus and prayers back to God and asked him to never allow him to
go off the rails like that, especially not toward his father. His prayers paid off, and he never did
something like that to his dad, but his dad died of illness 3 months before Auschwitz was

liberated on January 27th, 1945.

I say all this to say that his whole life after the Holocaust was dedicated to changing the
idea of ignoring people who are struggling if it isn’t your problem or concern. Wiesel isn't
coming from a place where he has no experience in either; he went through the worst of the
worst, and after he did, he realized no one should ever go through anything like that, no matter
the religion, race, or where they are even from. In the years that followed, Wiesel studied at the
Sorbonne in Paris from 1948 to 1951. He then started writing for French and Israeli publications.
Wiesel was inspired to start writing about his experiences in camps by his friend and colleague,
Francois Mauriac. In 1956, Wiesel published his autobiography, And the World Would Remain
Silent, in Yiddish. Which was later shortened and published as his famous book in French, La
Nuit, and Night for English readers,n 1960. This book went on to become an acclaimed bestseller

and was translated into many languages for people to read all around the world.

To sum up, Elie Wiesel was a man who went through something no one should have to go
through at the age of fifteen to seventeen. Although there were many other people who survived
the Holocaust, a lot of them were too mentally scarred to do anything with the rest of their lives.

However, Wiesel took his chance to inform people about what he went through and to let it never
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happen to anyone ever again. He was a champion with his words, which inspired many to learn

and remember what happened during that terrible period of time.
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