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into a doorway. It was a jackhammer. I saw 

people slumped 

in alleyways, but they were not covered in 

newspaper. They were sleeping for real. 
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Historic Context 
 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli is a novel about the 

Holocaust. It takes place in the infamous Warsaw 

Ghetto, from its creation to its fiery end.  

 

Our 6th graders, as part of our Holocaust unit, 

learned about the Holocaust and about the specific 

historic events that inspired this novel.   
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The Warsaw Ghetto 
 

By Ella Dery 

 
The Warsaw ghetto was a ghetto with about 
400,000 people living in only 1.3 square miles. A 
ghetto is a part of a town where Jews were 
surrounded by a wall and set apart. This was done 
during the Holocaust, in which 6 million Jews lost 
their lives. 
 
 In October 1940, German officials decreed the 
establishment of a ghetto in Warsaw. The 
conditions in the Warsaw ghetto were horrible, 
people were hardly eating anything. In 1941 an 
average person was only consuming about “1,125 
calories a day, and the average person today eats 
about 1600-2400 calories a day”(U.S. Holocaust 
Museum). This is crucial because the Jews were 
treated like actual animals and animals shouldn't 
even be treated like that.  Some people even 
couldn't survive based on how much food they 
were provided because they needed to feed their 
children and family more even. To make matters 
worse, the Nazis started deporting Jews from the 
Ghetto to killing centers. The Jews revolted in April, 
1943. This revolt was violently put down when the 
Nazis set the ghetto on fire, and then drove tanks 
over the rubble to kill any remaining Jews.  
 
The Warsaw ghetto ended in May 1943 when the 
Soviets  liberated only 11,500 out of the 
400,000  Jews that were sent to the ghetto initially. 
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Based on Polish information, Warsaw had 1.3 
million inhabitants. However, only 174,000 people 
were still left in Warsaw after liberation.  
 
In conclusion, the Warsaw ghetto was a horrific 
place. Even though it was horrible  we need to 
learn about this because we need to remember all 
of the victims that were treated really bad. 
Hopefully in the future that will never happen 
again.   
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The Warsaw Ghetto 
By Jacob Michaelov 

 
During World War 2 the German government 
established the Warsaw ghetto, which was a big 
ghetto in the capital of Poland. The Jews were sent 
there by the Germans from all over Poland to 
separate them from society. 400,000 Jews were 
imprisoned in the Warsaw ghetto. The Warsaw 
ghetto was the largest Jewish ghetto in German 
occupied Europe. The Jews in the ghetto tried to 
live a normal life but the Germans controlled them.  
 
The Warsaw ghetto was established in October 
1940 by the German authorities in Poland. In 
November of 1940, the ghetto was closed off with a 
10 ft wall. There was also barbed wire on top of the 
wall, which caused it to be hard to escape. The 
Jews lived in buildings and in each room there were 
an average of 7.2 people. The overcrowded 
conditions caused disease and sickness to spread. 
The Germans controlled what came in and out of 
the ghetto, including food, water, and medicine. 
This led to people dying of starvation. People were 
also stealing food just to survive, but soon ending 
up starving to death. 
  
Between 1940 and mid 1942 83,000 Jews died of 
starvation and disease. In 1942, the Nazis started 
deporting people from the Ghetto to the death 
camps. Over 260, 000 Jews were deported and 
killed this way. However, in April of 1943, the Jews 
who were still in the Ghetto revolted against the 
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Nazis. The revolt was brutally put down, and the 
survivors were deported to Treblinka and killed 
there.  
 
In conclusion, The Warsaw ghetto was the largest 
Jewish ghetto during the Holocaust. Hundreds of 
thousands of Jews lost their lives there.  
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Warsaw Ghetto 

Uprising 
By Jeremiah Akiva 

 
At the time of the Holocaust the Warsaw ghetto 
was the largest Jewish ghetto in Europe. The 
ghetto was started by Germans to keep the Jews in 
the ghetto in October 1940. The ghetto had 
approximately 400,000 Jews. The Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising started on April 19, 1943. By May 16, 1943 
the Germans had crushed the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising and deported its surviving people that 
were in the ghetto to concentration camps and 
killing centers. 
 
On April 19, 1943 the Warsaw ghetto uprising 
began after German troops and police entered the 
ghetto to deport its surviving inhabitants. The Nazi 
Germans wanted to kill the Jews. The police helped 
the Nazis to kill the Jews. At the end a total of 
13,000 Jews were killed. Many Jews fought against 
the Nazis to save their lives. 
 
The most forceful form of Jewish opposition to Nazi 
policies in Europe was organized armed resistance. 
Jewish people offered armed resistance in more 
than 100 ghettos. The armed resistance tried to 
protect the Jews from the Germans with smuggled 
and homemade weapons. In April-May 1943 Jews 
that were in the Warsaw ghetto heard rumors that 
Germans would deport the remaining ghetto 
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inhabitants to the Treblinka killing center. They 
revolted and attacked the Nazis. 
 
The leaders of the Warsaw ghetto Uprising had 
different roles during the time. One person that was 
a leader at the time was Mordechai Anielewic. He is 
known as the commander of the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising. Yitzhak Zuckerman was co-founder and 
one of the leaders of the Jewish combat 
organization in the Warsaw  ghetto. Tosia Altman 
was to relay messages and information. Dawid 
Wdowinski was a psychiatrist and a doctor of 
neurology. Dawid Wdowinski became a political 
leader of the Jewish resistance organization. There 
were a lot of other people who helped during the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising.  
 
In conclusion, the Warsaw ghetto was where 
Germans kept Jews. There were many leaders who 
helped and a lot of things happened to the Jews. 
The police helped the Nazis kill the Jews. In the 
ghetto many things happened to the Jews.  
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Warsaw Ghetto 

Uprising 
By Josh Nikolayevskiy 

 
The Holocaust was a massive genocide of Jews 
held by Adolf Hitler in Nazi Germany between the 
years of 1933 to 1945. The Nazis created Ghettos 
in various towns including one in Warsaw, Poland. 
They chose to build a Ghetto in Warsaw because it 
was the largest city with the biggest population of 
Jews. A Ghetto is an enclosed area. This was one 
of the worst Ghettos because it was overcrowded, 
there was minimal food, and the conditions were 
very dirty which led to diseases spreading. These 
conditions killed thousands of Jews. This inhumane 
treatment led to the Jews uprising in 1943 which 
ended in deportation to death camps. 
   
The Warsaw Ghetto was the largest Ghetto, it 
accommodated around 400,000 Jews. It was built 
in October 1940 and sealed in November. The 
Warsaw Ghetto had a 10 foot wall topped with 
barbed wire and was heavily guarded by Nazis. 
Many victims of the Holocaust were stored in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. The purpose of the Ghetto was to 
separate Jews from Germans.  
 
The uprising was a revolt of Jews against Nazi 
Germans. When German SS and police came to 
deport the rest of the remaining Jews, The ZOB, 
and The ZZW refused. This led to the uprising 
which began on April 19, 1943. The ZOB and The 
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ZZW were two Jewish Combat Organizations that 
were included in the Uprising. About 700 young 
Jews were involved in the uprising and most of 
them used smuggled weapons such as pistols and 
explosives.  
 
After 27 days of courageous fighting the Nazi 
Germans defeated the Jews. The Nazis began 
lighting buildings on fire. They also began to 
demolish buildings with tanks. According to one 
survivor this made the Warsaw sky completely 
red.  They did this in order to “smoke out their 
prey.” Nevertheless during this time many Jews hid 
and many hid to survive. 
 
In conclusion the uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto 
was one of the most important uprisings in World 
War II. Many Jews died in the uprising and many 
more were injured. Some Jews were forced into 
labor camps or death camps. But the moral of this 
uprising is not about winning or losing, it's about 
standing up for fairness and life. 
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Dr. Janusz Korczak 
By Matthew Belyakov 

 

In the book Milkweed, Dr. Korczak was a very nice 

Jewish man who ran an orphanage in Warsaw 

during the Holocaust and would not leave the 

children. This character was based on a man 

named Janusz Korczak. Dr. Korczak was a doctor 

and author who became head of an orphanage in 

1911. 

Dr. Korczak, in the novel, was a nice and caring 

man who owned an orphanage and took care of 

many children and gave them a place to stay. On 

page 147 it states “doctor Korczak was teaching 

the children a song.” This shows that Dr. Korczak is 

taking care of orphans by making them happy. On 

page 177 it states “not one was dressed in rags, 

everyone wore shoes.” This shows that Dr. Korczak 

gave all the orphans shoes and made sure that they 

were dressed in nice clothes. That is how Dr. 

Korczak was discussed in the book Milkweed. 

Similarly in real life Dr. Korczak ran an orphanage in 

Warsaw and gave children a place to stay and took 

care of them. In addition, he was an author and 

doctor. Dr. Korczak had a way to escape the 

Holocaust but did not want to abandon the orphans 

and decided to stay in Warsaw. This means that Dr. 

Korczak cares about the children so much that he 

would put his life at risk for them. According to the 
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U.S. Holocaust Museum, “Korczak also gave the 

children of the home central roles.'' This means that 

Korczak helped many kids by giving them 

responsibilities. Additionally, according to the U.S. 

Holocaust Museum, “Although Korczak was 

struggling with his own health he still spent most of 

his time seeking donations and carrying food back 

to the children's home.” This shows that Korczak 

helped orphans while his health was bad. When the 

Nazis deported the orphans to the death camps, Dr. 

Korczak followed them and was killed.  

In conclusion, Dr. Korczak was generous and cared 

for orphans. He saved many kids and gave them a 

place to stay and did not abandon the children 

under his care even in the face of death. 
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Dr. Janusz Korczak 
By Adiel Zadok 

 

The book Milkweed is written by Jerry Spinelli. This 

book is based on a sad event called the Holocaust. 

A known person for helping children during the 

Holocaust is Dr. Korczak. Dr. Korczak was known 

for caring for over 100 young children. He was also 

a doctor and a children's author before the 

Holocaust occurred. 

Dr. Korczak was the founder of an orphanage in 

Warsaw which ended up moving into the ghetto. Dr. 

Korczak’s staff took care of the basic needs of the 

children. Dr. Korczak had the opportunity to be 

saved by his friends outside of the ghetto. His 

friends had fake documentation that could have 

saved him. Dr. Korczak declined this offer from his 

friends and decided to stay with the children 

because he loved and cared for them. He also did 

not want the kids to go alone to the camps. In 1942 

the Nazis started to round up the Jews who were in 

the ghettos. Before the deportation occurred Dr. 

Korczak dressed the children in their best clothes 

and told them to bring their favorite items to make 

them feel as safe as possible. 

In the book, Misha finds that Dr. Korczak is really 

caring and loving. Misha encounters Dr. Korczak 

who offers him to take a shower and eat food at the 

orphanage. After this happened Misha kept coming 
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back a couple of times. Misha decided to bring food 

and coal for them. This is important because he 

saw that Dr. Korczak was helping the orphans so 

Misha would risk his life to help others. In chapter 

32 Dr. Korczak saw Misha and invited him to sing 

with the other children. This shows how loving he is 

and how much he cares for the orphans and wants 

to make them feel like they belong somewhere. 

When the orphans were marching they were 

singing the song he taught Misha and it made the 

children feel like one big group together.  

In conclusion Dr. Korczak was a very caring and 

loving man. Dr. Korczak was a hero to many people 

during the time of the Holocaust. 
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The Invasion of 

Poland during WWII 
By Benjamin Jaffe 

 

The German declaration of war on Poland on 

September 1st, 1939, was the official start of WWII. 

Hitler, the leader of Nazi Germany, rose to power 

by promising to return Germany to greatness. The 

Weimar Republic was not allowed to have a strong 

military and had to pay reparations. In the chaos 

caused by an economic recession and a weak 

government, Hitler and the Nazi Party promised 

Germans a simple solution: all of their problems are 

the fault of Jews, Communists, and Communist 

Jews, and expansion through war would bring 

money and power.  

Immediately, Hitler annexes Austria, and takes over 

what is today the Czech Republic. At this point, The 

allies can no longer trust Nazi Germany. The allies 

declare that if Germany declares war, he will start a 

world war. Hitler, even though he hates 

Communists, starts a pact with Nazi Germany and 

the Soviet Union. He now feels safer about 

invading, and then declares war. The Second World 

War has just started. The Germans invaded Poland 

to Capture Dunzing, a piece of land that separated 

Germany, and to “free the German people in 

Poland.” Poland fought harder than the Germans 
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thought, but the Germans had a pretty good tactic, 

Blitzkrieg. That is just busting through enemy lines 

before they can re-group, encircling them, either 

making them surrender or getting crushed. On the 

17th, the Soviets joined the operation, making it 

impossible for Poland to fight, they were getting 

crushed from 3 sides. The Blitz made it 

exceptionally easy for Nazis to just destroy 

frontlines and gain lots of land. The Soviets 

captured many cities, like Lviv. 

The Soviets easily swept through because the 

Germans bombed most of the Polish military camps 

with the Luftwaffe. The Soviets also had a lot of 

success because the Germans declared war first, 

and all the troops went to the German front. At that 

point, it was impossible to keep the Soviets out of 

Polish lands, because of the lack of troops on the 

Soviet-Polish border, which led to the inevitable 

defeat of Poland.  

Poland, after the defeat in the battle for Warsaw, 

surrendered. Poland was partitioned into 3 main 

parts. One was directly controlled by the Nazis, one 

was a puppet state of Germany, and one was 

annexed by the Soviet Union. The Polish puppet 

state got most of the Death and Labor camps. An 

estimate of camps that were set up is approximately 

1000. One of those is the infamous Auschwitz death 

camp, and as the war went on, more and more 

concentration camps were set up. In all, around 6 

million Jews died as the Holocaust went on.  
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In conclusion, those are the causes and effects of 

the invasion of Poland, also known as the beginning 

of WWII.  
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The Invasion of 

Poland during WWII 
By Ethan Shenkman 

 

WWII Started with the invasion of Poland. The 

Germans and the Soviet Union attacked Poland. 

In 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union 

invaded Poland. In the mid 1930s France and 

Britain had an appeasement policy towards Nazi 

Germany. The point of this policy was to maintain 

peace in Europe by making peace to German 

demands. Neither Britain nor France felt that they 

were not ready to fight Nazi Germany. The German-

Soviet pact was signed in August 1939. It paved the 

way for the joint invasion and occupation of Poland 

by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union that 

September. 

The invasion of Poland was the Germans  and the 

Soviet Union attacking Poland. On September 

1,1939 Germany invaded Poland. To change the 

action Germans accused Poland of fighting them 

first in Poland. The Germans falsely accused 

Poland of this attack. The Germans launched an 

attack on Poland 1939 on September 1. No one 

knew about  this attack. It consisted of an advance 

force of more than 2000 tanks supported by 900 

bombers and over 400 fighter planes. German 

attack from the east and Silesia and Slovakia from 
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the south. German units quickly broke through the 

Polish defense along the border and advanced on 

Warsaw in a massive attack, which was called 

Blitzkrieg. After Heavy shelling and bombing 

Warsaw officially surrendered to the Germans on 

September 28, 1939. 

The effect of the invasion of Poland was the start of 

World War II. Polish Jews were put in ghettos. After 

the ghettos they were deported to death camps. As 

a result of this 6 million Jews died.   

In conclusion the invasion of Poland was very 

important because it started WWll, and the 

Holocaust. During the Holocaust, millions of 

innocent people died.  
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Literary Analysis of 

Milkweed 
As part of our literary analysis of this novel, 

students examined closely the symbolism, 

characterization, and themes of this novel.  

 

Although Milkweed is a work of fiction, it is very well 

researched. The characters in this novel are based 

on real people who lived and died in the Warsaw 

Ghetto, including the many nameless and orphaned 

children who were part of the Ghetto. The author 

was inspired, in part, by photographs such as this 

one, which shows children smuggling food into the 

Warsaw Ghetto.  
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Symbolism 
By Sima Leah Nierman 

 

A symbol is something in a story or novel that 

signifies something else. Milkweed, by Jerry 

Spinelli, has lots of symbolism throughout the entire 

novel. Some of the things that are used as symbols 

are: Janina’s shoes, Misha’s yellow rock, and the 

novel name Milkweed.  

One of the main symbols in Milkweed are Janina’s 

shoes. In the beginning of the book Misha really 

likes how shiny Janina’s shoes are, and they 

symbolize happiness, and wholeness. They are also 

a symbol of the terrible situation they are in. This is 

shown in the difference in the appearance of 

Janina's shoes in chapters 8 and 25. In chapter 8, 

Misha remarks, “Your shoes. I love to look at them." 

and “They were black and as shiny as her eyes”. 

However, by chapter 25, he notes that “the straps 

on her shoes were broken, and flapped when she 

walked," as well as, “The shoes had become 

muddy.” When saying this they are indicating that 

before World War II Janina’s shoes were pretty and 

everything was whole, clean, and happy, but once 

the war started everything was broken and dirty. 

Once the war started Janina's family quickly got 

bitter and started to fall apart. Janina herself goes 

from a bright, happy young girl to an angry and wild 

street child.  
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The next big symbol is Misha’s yellow rock. This 

symbolizes the mystery of Misha’s past and is the 

only thing he had left from his parents. It also gave 

him his only confirmation that he is a gypsy, since 

Uri used it in the story he told him. The yellow rock 

is very important to Misha, and is his only 

possession. However, he loses it once he becomes 

a part of the Milgrom family. He doesn't mention it 

after its lost. This means that he started to think of 

the Milgroms as his family and no longer cared 

about his made-up gypsy family.  

The last symbol is the novel's name Milkweed. 

Milkweed, the plant, was both a symbol of hope, 

and a symbol of all hope being lost. This is shown 

when in chapters 30 and 32 where it states “She 

dusted her nose with it and giggled, that's my 

angel” and “It looked empty. She blew into it. They 

sailed up and out of the grave past Mr. Milgrom and 

into the rectangle of gray sky." These quotes show 

that at first Milkweed is something happy that 

proves there is hope. It makes Janina laugh and 

gives her happiness, and she calls it her Angel. 

However, later when the Milkweed puffs are flying 

away it symbolizes that all hope is lost. 

In conclusion Milkweed has many symbols 

throughout the novel. Some of these symbols 

symbolize things that are both happy and sad. The 

symbols given in Milkweed are meaningful in many 

ways.   
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Identity as a theme 
By Ariella Khaimov 

 

Imagine always running, never settling down 

anywhere. Imagine not having a home, having to 

steal food to keep from starvation. And on top of 

that, try to imagine being sent to the ghetto, where 

everyone and everything you love and know is 

taken away from you by the Nazis. Well for Misha, 

imagining this wouldn't be hard, because for him it 

was reality. However, Misha develops an identity by 

getting a name, a family, and a story. 

Having a name means a lot of things to Misha and 

every other person because a name tells a person 

who they are. At the end of the book, in chapter 45, 

the novel states that even though throughout his life 

he was given many names, he said his 

granddaughter would be the last to tell him who he 

was. “Call him Gypsy, Jew, stupid, but now he was: 

Poppynoodle”, and that is what he would be for the 

rest of his time. Secondly, in chapter 7, the author 

writes that Misha feels reborn after getting his new 

name. He felt like a new person after receiving his 

new story. 

Also, another thing that means a lot to Misha is 

family. Whether it's his nonexistent Gypsy family, 

Uri and the other orphans, the Milgroms, or 

Katherine and Wendy Janina, he loved them all. 

Furthermore, in chapter 45, Spinelli notes, “After all 
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those years, all those street corners - I kept my 

sister to myself.’’ Misha loved Janina, she was his 

sister, but yet he never told anyone about her. I 

think he did this because he wanted to keep Janina 

to himself, like a toy he didn't want to share 

because he loved it so much and didn't want 

anyone else to have it. He didn't want to share her 

with anyone. That's how special she was to him. 

Also in chapter 22, Janina wanted to know who Mr. 

Milgrom liked better: Misha or Janina; but Mr. 

Milgrom said that in his eyes, Misha and Janina 

were equal, since they were both his children. Even 

though Misha was not his biological child, he 

treated him as a son, as did Misha treated Mr. 

Milgrom as his father. 

Lastly, another thing that means a lot to Misha is his 

story, not just his fake Gypsy story, the story of the 

accomplishments of his life. He starts off with a fake 

story, then makes a story of his own, which ends off 

with having his own family and becoming a 

Poppynoodle.  In chapter 7, Misha remarks, “I loved 

my story.” Now Misha finally had something to talk 

about. He had something to tell and share with 

other people. He was basically recreated into a 

different person, and he loved that new person. 

Additionally, in chapter 45, Misha reminiscences 

about all of his life’s events, in other words, his 

story. At the start of the book, he was a child of 6 

years old. Then he went through all of World War ll, 

still a child. After the war, he wandered around 

everywhere looking for Janina, and at one point, he 

moved to America. There he became a salesman, 
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though he got fired, but he still went on talking at 

street corners, his story spilling out of his mouth 

uncontrollably. At one of those street corners, he 

met his wife, Vivian, whose marriage with Misha 

only lasted 5 months. After that, he was back on his 

own, working at a supermarket, and that was when 

Katherine found him. Katherine, his own daughter, 

who looked for him everywhere, took him in to live 

with her and her daughter, Wendy, who was given 

the middle name Janina by her grandfather. And 

that was it.  That was his story.  

In the end, the orphan who didn’t even know his 

own name, became a survivor, a grandfather, and a 

storyteller.  
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Community 
By Oren Hecht 

 

A community is a feeling of fellowship with others, 

as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, 

and goals. In the book Milkweed, Misha is a part of 

several different communities. Being part of a 

community is what defines Misha. Misha belongs to 

a group of orphaned boys, the Milgrom family, and 

the Jewish Nation.  

  

One of the communities Misha is in is his family. 

Misha’s family means a house full of people that 

love him, and he loves them. This is a community of 

people that love each other. An event that 

exemplified this happens in chapter 34. In this 

chapter, Misha celebrates Hanukkah with the 

Milgroms. People usually celebrate Hanukkah with 

the people they love, like family. This means Misha 

is a part of the Milgrom family. Additionally, on page 

128, Misha goes around telling the boys that Janina 

is his sister. He does this because he likes her and 

decides to be a part of the family. 

 

Misha was also a part of the boys’ friend group. He 

hangs out with them both before and during the 

ghetto. To Misha, they are friends and they are also 

the ones that explain the world to him. They teach 

him about things in the world that he doesn't know, 

like who the jackboots are, or what an angel is. This 

point is first illustrated in chapter 19. In this chapter, 

they talk to each other about their mothers. Ferdi 
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said mothers didn't exist and the ones outside were 

fakes. Then Enos said that wasn't true, and 

orphans’ mothers just died or got lost. Being an 

orphan connects him and the boys on a higher 

level, where they feel each other’s pain. Misha 

doesn't just connect with them but also learns from 

them. Another example of this happens when the 

boys go into a cemetery and play hide and seek in 

the grave. Then Misha sees a grave shaped like an 

angel and asks what it is. The boys tell him that the 

angels are inside of a person and come out when a 

person dies and it goes to heaven, but because of 

the war, they think heaven is in dumb places like 

Washington D.C. Although the information about 

heaven was not correct, they still felt responsible to 

educate him on the topic. 

 

The community that means the most to a lot of 

people in this story is Judaism. Judaism is a 

spiritual community. Misha does not want to 

become a Jew at first because at that time, anyone 

known to be a Jew would be bullied, and possibly 

killed. This makes Misha a lot different than uncle 

Shepsel, who denounced Judaism because of this, 

but later on, Misha embraces it. Misha becomes a 

Jew in chapter 34, the chapter where they 

celebrate Hanukkah. This chapter is about when 

Misha becomes Jewish because it is the first time 

that he celebrates Judaism and learns anything 

important about it. Misha needs a spiritual 

community because it gives Misha something to 

embrace and hope for. This is the same reason that 

Mr.Milgrom continues Jewish practices. That theory 

can be seen in chapter 32 when Mr. Milgrom put on 

a kippah to make hope. 
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In conclusion, Misha is a part of 3 communities. He 

is a part of 2 minor communities that are special 

only to him and are not on a great scale. He is also 

part of a very important community which is 

Judaism. Judaism doesn't mean something just to 

Misha, but it is important on a greater scale, to all 

Jews. 
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Hanukkah as a symbol 

of hope 
By Ariella Shein 

Hanukkah is a joyful holiday celebrated by Jews, 

who love it very much. The meaning of Hanukkah in 

the novel Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli is hope and 

happiness. It’s important to Mr. Milgrom and Misha 

because it’s the only happy thing in their miserable 

world. 

 

The meaning of Hanukkah in Milkweed is hope and 

happiness during the Holocaust. In chapter 34, on 

page 160, Mr. Milgrom was singing, dancing, and 

laughing with children in the Ghetto on the second 

night of Hanukkah. This implies that people still 

wanted to dance and laugh and feel happy during 

the time of the Holocaust. Chapter 34, page 157 

says, “We must be happy now.” This conveys that 

Mr. Milgrom, who is saying this line, wants people 

to not lose hope and be happy. Someone even 

stole the Menorah and he used Misha as a Menorah 

to show that Misha is kind of a sign of hope. He still 

wants people to believe that there is still hope that 

they would be saved. 

 

Hanukkah is important to Misha and Mr. Milgrom 

because it’s the only happy thing and a ray of hope 

in their terrible, cruel environment. Chapter 34, 

page 159 says, “The smile never left Mr. Milgrom’s 

face.” This shows that Mr. Milgrom was always 

happy in the time of Hanukkah. He wanted to still 
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feel proud that he was a Jew. Page 161, chapter 34 

says, “Feel your hearts, how warm they are” This is 

referring to the happiness in the children’s hearts, 

who Mr, Milgrom is talking to. He still wants children 

to live their childhood in a happy way. He doesn’t 

want the Holocaust to take away children’s lives. 

 

In conclusion, Hanukkah symbolizes hope and 

happiness in the novel Milkweed. Mr. Milgrom and 

Misha find it important to them because it shows 

others that they shouldn’t give up and that one day 

they could be free. Them celebrating Hanukkah 

shows that they haven't given up and that they still 

have hope. 
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The celebration of 

Hanukkah 
By Israel Hanuka 

 

Hanukkah is a holiday celebrated by Jews that 

represents hope and happiness. The book 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli describes a special 

Hanukkah celebration that is most important to Mr. 

Milgrom and Misha. 

 

In 330 BCE the Greeks invaded Israel and took 

over. The Greeks made laws like to not learn Torah 

and not keep Shabbat or else they would be killed. 

The Jews started going into caves to learn Torah. 

When the Greeks came to check on them, they 

would hide the Torah and play with dreidels. This is 

why we play with dreidels on Hanukkah. In 360 BCE 

the Jews and Greeks went to war and the Jews 

won. After the war was over, the Kohen Gadol went 

to the Beis Hamikdash and found one sealed flask 

of olive oil. They used that flask of oil that was 

supposed to last for one day and lasted for eight 

days. This is why we light one candle on the 

menorah each day. 

 

In Milkweed, Mr. Milgrom and Misha both celebrate 

Hanukkah and it is important to both of them the 

most. It is important to Mr. Milgrom because he 

wants to bring everyone together and be happy. On 

pg. 159, the author describes how Mr. Milgrom  

was smiling while Janina, Misha, and the twins were 
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all dancing in a circle. This gives hope to the 

Milgroms even though they were hearing gunshots 

and screaming. Hanukkah is important to Misha 

because a year before Mrs. Milgrom didn't let him 

celebrate with them. Mrs. Milgrom didn't let Misha 

celebrate with them because he wasn't a “Jew.” 

Misha celebrated with them because he became a 

Jew. For Hanukkah, Mr. Milgrom got Janina and 

Misha a comb for a present.  The next day. Mr. 

Milgrom discovers that the silver candle holder 

vanished. Mr. Milgrom made Misha the menorah 

and gave Misha the candle. Mr. Milgrom then lit the 

candle in Misha's hands. Other kids also became 

the menorah. This means that they had no menorah 

after the first day of Hanukkah.  This is because the 

other family that was living with the Milgroms took 

the menorah and sold it for money. 

 

In conclusion, Hanukkah symbolizes hope and 

happiness. Hanukkah is important to Mr. Milgrom 

because he wants to bring everyone together and 

be happy. It is important to Misha because now that 

Misha celebrated Hanukkah with the Milgroms he 

became a Jew. 
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Family 
By Taila Badalov 

 

Imagine not having a name, always running from 

someone. Never feeling calm or safe. A boy named 

Misha didn't have to imagine this, he lived through 

it. In the novel Milkweed, family is the theme 

throughout the novel.  Misha has had multiple 

families but only loved one of them like his own. 

The theme of family in Milkweed is entangled with 

survival and care. Misha and his family members 

suffered through terrible times in World War 2 

during a time when Nazi Germany had taken over. 

 

The very first family Misha had was his nonexistent, 

made up, gypsy family. This family was never 

around or seen because they simply did not exist. 

Before Misha met his family, he didn't have a name. 

His whole identity was based on a fake name; 

Stoptheif. Uri took care of Misha as if they were 

actually siblings.  After Misha met Uri and became 

associated with his gypsy family, he became closer 

to the family he thought he had but really never 

existed. He was talking about his 2 great 

grandfathers and great grandmothers who traveled 

on 14 horses every day. He was also speaking 

about his mother who told fortunes with cards and 

knew how people would die and of course his dad 

who was a horse trader. 

 

The second family Misha had was the Milgrom 

family. The Milgrom family was a Jewish family that 
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took Misha in with open arms. Of course some 

people had an issue with letting a random person 

from the streets randomly start living with them but 

they still found a way to kind of accept him even 

though they were unsure if he was Jewish or not. 

Mr. Milgrom treated Misha as though he was his 

son. He gave him love and affection just like he 

deserved. Over time they became so close that 

Misha started calling Mrs. Milgrom “mother." Of 

course this was a big change for everyone because 

at this point in time, Misha actually felt like a part of 

the Milgrom family. Janina, Mr. Milgrom's daughter, 

started spending time with Misha and eventually 

they started getting so close to each other, they 

started calling each other siblings. This resulted in 

them being basically inseparable. The Milgrom 

family cared for Misha so much that Mr. Milgrom 

started calling Misha his son. When Mr. Milgrom 

said this to Misha, his identity as a gypsy vanished. 

 

The third and last family Misha was a part of was his 

biological family; his daughter and granddaughter. 

Misha's daughter, Katherine, has been looking for 

Misha for quite a while until they reunited in the 

grocery store. By the time Katherine and Misha 

reunited, Katherine already had a daughter; Wendy. 

Katherine’s been waiting to find Misha so she can 

give Wendy a middle name based off of Misha's 

decision. Of course the first name Misha thought of 

was his sister's name, Janina. Wendy inherited 

Janina's name and carried it throughout her life. 

Misha wanted Wendy to live the childhood Janina 

didn't have. And so she did. 
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Comparing Misha and 

Uri 
By Hanna Kimerling 

 

From 1933-1945 the Genocide of European Jews 

took place. This Genocide resulted in 6 milllion 

Jews dying. This was also known as the Holocaust. 

The book Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli is a story 

about a young boy, Misha, who is fighting to survive 

in the Warsaw ghetto. Misha along with his 

protector Uri shares what the Jewish people went 

through, and how they were treated. Throughout 

the book we see what happens to Misha and Uri 

during the Holocaust, and we also see how different 

their personalities are.  

Misha is a young boy, about eight years old, who 

goes by many names. Misha is an orphan, and 

therefore he doesn't know much about himself. Due 

to Misha not having any knowledge about what the 

Holocaust is, he does not understand the 

seriousness of it. While the Holocaust is going on 

Misha is stealing food for himself, and the 

orphanage. Throughout his days, he meets a girl 

named Janina, and then her family. He then goes to 

live with them in the ghetto. After a while they are 

then forced to go into the concentration camps, 

without Misha. For the first time in his life, he is now 

completely alone. With all his hardships, he is now 
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in the U.S.A, living with his daughter and his 

granddaughter. He then lives the rest of his life with 

his family in peace! Misha throughout the novel was 

a strong, and brave man that is very kind. 

Uri is a teenage boy, who is Polish, and a German 

Jew. He is a boy who is friends with Misha. Uri is 

tough, but he protects, and helps Misha throughout 

the novel. Uri is not very educated, but he knows 

what is going on during this Genocide of a time. He 

gives Misha an identity, and a whole made up story 

about who he is. Uri even fakes being a Nazi, to 

protect Misha, and himself. Uri shoots Misha's ear 

off towards the end of the story. He does this to 

save his life when the Nazis are deporting all the 

Jews to the death camps.  

In conclusion the Holocaust was a very hard and 

extreme time. Uri and Misha show it through their 

times, and personalities. Misha is a young boy, who 

finds his “family” throughout the Holocaust. Uri 

helps him know what family means and takes him 

under his wings. Both characters care about each 

other despite being strangers and learn to stand up 

for each other. Uri is extreme with his actions and 

Misha is a young boy learning about the Holocaust, 

and how cruel the time was back then.   
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Who is Misha? 
By Abigail Jaffe 

 

The novel Milkweed was written by Jerry Spinelli.  

The book is mostly about a young boy in Warsaw, 

Poland, surviving Holocaust.  

The main character of Milkweed is Misha.  Misha’s 

character developed and changed a lot throughout 

the story. 

In the beginning of the book, Misha is about an 

eight year old orphan, small and fast. He doesn’t 

really have a name, family, or any memory of his 

past. He is homeless, and steals food to survive. He 

doesn’t have any identity, he doesn’t belong 

anywhere, and he is “nobody”. He calls himself 

Stopthief because this is what people yell after he 

steals their food.  Then, the boy meets Uri, an older 

homeless Jewish boy. Uri became his guardian. He 

created the boy’s story and gave him the name, 

Misha Pilsudski. Misha was excited about his new 

history of the large Gypsy family with his favorite 

horse.  It states on page 31 when Misha said, “I 

loved my story!  I became  my story. I loved 

myself.“  

His new family story tells us that he is desperate to 

belong. Misha became friends with a group of 

homeless boys. He learned to share and care for 

others. Soon, Uri took Misha to Doctor Korczak’s 

Orphan House when Uri brought bread for children.  

Misha also met Janina whose family later adopted 

him. Misha started bringing bread and other food 

he was able to find and steal for Janina and her 
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family and Doctor Korczak’s orphans.  When it 

became cold and the house needed to be warmed 

up, Misha went to look for coal. When he collected 

the coal he brought it to Doctor Korczak’s too. 

“Black pearls,” I said. “Keep you warm”. Doctor 

Korczak made all the children say Thank you to 

Misha loudly.  Misha became kinder helping others. 

He also is modest. His modesty shows on page 55, 

when all the orphans thanked him. “I was 

uncomfortable. I didn’t know what to say”. When in 

the ghetto,  Misha is telling everyone that Janina is 

his sister.  On page 83, it says”I raised my voice as 

if he were far away.  “She’s my sister.” This means 

that Misha cares about Janina. 

 

At the end of the novel Misha becomes more 

mature, responsible, and caring. On page 121,  

Misha has a fight with Janina because he is afraid 

that Janina might get shot by the jackboots if she 

follows him. This means that he is trying to protect 

Janina from danger. When Misha grows up he 

wants to be the grandfather that stops his 

granddaughter’s tears, as shown on page 207. This 

means that he wants to protect Wendy like how he 

was protecting Janina. 

In conclusion, Misha grows from a silly and 

innocent orphan to mature, smarter, and kind.          
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Who is Uri? 
By Elior Factor 

 

Uri is a major character in the novel Milkweed by 

Jerry Spinelli. 

 

Uri becomes a brother to Misha. We first meet Uri 

when he helps Misha escape from the lady when 

Misha tries to run away from her. Uri realizes that 

Misha doesn't know a lot of things because he 

doesn't have a family. Uri takes Misha to meet the 

other orphans . Uri feels bad for Misha because he 

has no family and no food. When other kids make 

fun of Misha, Uri stands up for him. Uri then gives 

him clothes and gives him a bath. Uri takes Misha 

to the barbershop and cuts his hair.  

 

Uri never stops taking care of Misha. Uri gives him 

an identity telling him that he's a Gypsy and his 

name is Misha. Misha loved his story and kept 

repeating his name while looking in the mirror. Uri 

saves Misha's life by telling him that the Jackboots 

might kill him, to steal only what he needs. Uri 

yanks Misha away from the Jackboots and tells 

Misha you do not want to be a Jackboot. 

 

As Nazis start destroying Jews Uri orderes Misha to 

get out of Warsaw and not to look back. As Jews 

are loaded onto the trains to be killed. Uri shoots 

Misha in the earlobe to pretend that he was a Nazi. 

Uri achieves his goal of keeping Misha alive. Misha 

finally understands that Uri was saving his life. 
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